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Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre el agua que usted bebe. Tradúzcalo ó hable
con alguien que lo entienda bien.
The Village of Posen and all Public and Private water supplies within the State of Illinois are now
required annually to publish and distribute Consumer Confidence Reports to every water user supplied
by the Village. Consumer awareness/right‐to‐know became a major part of the 1996 Safe Water
Drinking Act Amendments. The Consumer Confidence Report rule is the first new regulation from
USEPA to address the public right‐to‐know provisions of the 1996 SWDA Amendments.
Source Water
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it
dissolves naturally‐occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pickup
substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.
Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants,
septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally‐occurring or result from urban
storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or
farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm
water runoff, and residential uses.
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by‐
products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban
storm water runoff, and septic systems.
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally‐occurring or be the result of oil and gas production
and mining activities.

Source Water
Lake Michigan is the sole source of water used to provide drinking water for the Village of Posen. The
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has found that the quality of Lake Michigan has improved
dramatically over the past 20 years. Lake Michigan, by volume, is the second largest Great Lake and the
only one totally within the United States. It serves as a source of drinking water, as a place for
swimming and fishing, as a scenic wonderland, and as a sink for municipal and industrial waste and
runoff from the surrounding lands. All 63 miles of shoreline within Illinois are now considered to be in
good condition. The Illinois EPA Office of Groundwater will be doing a source water assessment within
the next two years. When completed, all sources of pollutants into Lake Michigan will be identified and
there will be information regarding the source water’s susceptibility to contaminants based on the
findings of the assessment. Since the quality of the raw water source is good, conventional treatment
methods of disinffection, coagulation and sedimentation, and sand filtration are adequate for producing
water that is free of harmful contaminates.
Source Water Assessment
We want our valued customers to be informed about their water quality. If you would like to learn
more, please feel welcome to attend any of our regularly scheduled meetings. The source water
assessment for our supply has been completed by the Illinois EPA. If you would like a copy of this
information, please stop by City Hall or call our water operator at 708‐385‐0139. To view a summary
version of the completed Source Water Assessments, including: Importance of Source Water;
Susceptibility to Contamination Determination; and documentation/recommendation of Source Water
Protection Efforts, you may access the Illinois EPA website.
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts
of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a
health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by
calling the EPAs Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426‐4791.
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.
Immuno‐compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who
have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some
elderly and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about
drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the
risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800‐426‐4791).
Definitions
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level, or the highest level of a
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the
best available treatment technology. AL: Action Level, or the concentration of a contaminant which,
when exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow. TT:
Treatment Technique or a required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking
water.

Abbreviations nd – not detectable at testing limits. n/a – not applicable. pmm – parts per million or
milligrams per liter. ppb – parts per billion or micrograms per liter. ppt – parts per trillion, or
nanograms per liter. ppq – parts per quadrillion, or picograms per liter. n/a – not applicable. NTU –
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit, used to measure cloudiness in drinking water. %<0.5 NTU – Percent
samples less than 0.5 NTU. MFL – Million fibers per liter, used to measure asbestos concentration.
mrem/yr – millirems per year, used to measure radiation absorbed by the body. PCi/l – picocuries per
liter, used to measure radioactivity. # pos/mo – number of positive samples per month. % pos/mo –
percent positive samples per month.
In most cases, the “Level Found” column represents an average of sample result data collected during
the CCR calendar year. The “Range of Detections” column represents a range of individual sample
results, from lowest to highest that were collected during the CCR calendar year. If a date appears in
the “Date of Sample” column, the Illinois EPA requires monitoring for this contaminant less than once
per year because the concentrations do not frequently change. If no date appears in the column,
monitoring for this contaminant was conducted during the CCR calendar year.
Voluntary testing (Optional)
The Village of Posen receives our source of water from the Chicago Water Department which monitors
for contaminants which are proposed to be regulated for which no standards currently exist but which
could provide useful information in assessing the quality of the source water for the Village of Posen.
Cryptosporidium – Analyses have been conducted monthly on the source water since April, 1993.
Cryptosporidium has not been detected in these samples. Treatment processes have been optimized to
ensure that if there are cryptosporidium cysts in the source water, they will be removed during the
treatment process. By maintaining a low turbidity and thereby removing the particles from the water,
the threat of cryptosporidium organisms getting into the drinking water system is greatly reduced.
Asbestos – Samples are examined for asbestos fibers on a routine basis. The EPA has determined that
asbestos fibers greater than 10 microns in length could potentially cause lung cancer. We do not find
fibers that are in this size category.
Haloacetic acids – additional disinfectant by‐products are being monitored. We began analyzing for
these compounds in July, 1998. In December, 1998 the rule was finalized which set an MCL for HAAs at
6‐ ppb. Thus, far testing shows that we are averaging 12.95 ppb, which is comfortably below the
regulated level. The range of detections was 7.73‐18.18 ppb MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal,
or the level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to
health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Lead‐ If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant
women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components
associated with service lines and home plumbing. We cannot control the variety of materials used in
plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the
potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water
tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize
exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Posen Water Facts
Four compounds were detected in trace amounts well below Federal Safe Drinking Water Act Maximum
Contaminant Level Goals set for public water systems throughout the country. The table included in this
report lists the detected contaminants. Their presence doesn't necessarily indicate that water poses a
health risk.
The Posen Water System provides safe drinking water to its residents as well as many businesses and
visitors. To supply you with the safest possible product the Village of Posen chlorinates the water supply
for disinfection of viruses and bacteria. The levels of this additive are monitored daily to insure proper
dosages are being added.
2016 Violation Summary Table
Violation Types
MNR Monitoring Violation (failure to monitor)
MCL Maximum Contaminant Level Violation (level found exceeding regulated standard)
TTV Treatment Technique Violation (failure to meet water treatment process)
RPV Reporting Violation (failure to submit results/required report by the deadline)
*** State only violation (not a federal requirement)

Violations for your system: NONE
We are pleased to announce that no monitoring, reporting, treatment technique, maximum residual
disinfectant level or maximum contaminant level violations were recorded during 2016.
Water Quality Data Table Posen
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of
contaminants in water provided by public water systems. The table below lists all the drinking water
contaminants that we detected during the calendar year of this report. Although many more contaminants
were tested, only those substances listed below were found in your water. All sources of drinking water
contain some naturally occurring contaminants. At low levels, these substances are generally not harmful in
our drinking water. Removing all contaminants would be extremely expensive, and in most cases, would
not provide increased protection of public health. A few naturally occurring minerals may improve the taste
of drinking water and have nutritional value at low levels. Unless otherwise noted, the data presented in
this table is from testing done in the calendar year of the report. The EPA or the State requires us to
monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these
contaminants do not vary significantly from year to year, or the system is not considered vulnerable to this
type of contamination. As such, some of our data, though representative, may be more than one year old.
In this table, you will find terms and abbreviations that might not be familiar to you. To help you better
understand these terms, we have provided the definitions below the table.
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Definition
ppm: parts per million, or milligrams per liter (mg/L)
ppb: parts per billion, or micrograms per liter (µg/L)
NA: not applicable
ND: Not detected
NR: Monitoring not required, but recommended.

Important Drinking Water Definitions
Term
MCLG

MCL
TT
AL

Definition
MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal: The level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level: The highest level of a
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as
close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment
h l process intended to reduce
TT: Treatment Technique: A required
the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
AL: Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant which, if
exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a
water system must follow.

Variances and Exemptions

Variances and Exemptions: State or EPA permission not to meet
an MCL or a treatment technique under certain conditions.

MRDLG

MRDLG: Maximum residual disinfection level goal. The level of a
drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the
use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.

MRDL

MRDL: Maximum residual disinfectant level. The highest level of a
disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing
evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of
microbial contaminants.

MNR
MPL

MNR: Monitored Not Regulated
MPL: State Assigned Maximum Permissible Level

For more information please contact:
Contact Name: Jason Rhein
Address:2440 W, Walter Zimny Dr.
Posen, IL 60469
Phone: 708‐385‐0139
Fax: 708‐385‐5107
E‐Mail: dcotillo@villageofposen.org
The Village Board meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. and again at 6:30 p.m.,
at the Village Hall, 2440 Walter Zimny Drive. The meetings at 6:30pm are stated Board meetings, it is at
these meetings that official action is taken.

